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Union: There are two ideas paramount in the 
American mind antagonistic and irreconcilable, 
each struggling forthe supremacy... Oneis the 
justice and propriety of the war to put down 
the rebellion and preserve the integrity of the 
Union. The other is the rightfulness of the 
rebellion and the wickedness and injustice of 
the Government of the United States in putting 
it down by force of arms. The contest between 
these two ideas will, as in 1864, constitute the 
issue in 1868, and all other questions will be 
offshoots from them and will arrange themselves 
upon the one side or the other. Whoever shall 
yote the so-called ‘‘ Conservative’ or Demo- 
cratic ticket in 1868, whether he so intend it 
or not, will thereby endorse the rebellion; and 
whoever shall vote the Republican ticket will 
utter his voice in favor of union, liberty, and 
justice. Whoever believes in the justice of the 
war and the preservation of the Republic will 
be in favor of reconstruction upon such terms 
as will give protection to all loyal men and 
guaranties against future rebellion; and who- 
ever believes in the rightfulness. of the rebel- 
lion will be in favor of the immediate restora- 
tion of rebels, without condition or limitation, 
to civil and political rights, just asif there had 
been no war and nothing had happened. The 
Democratic or ‘‘ Conservative’. party will be 
composed of the Northern Democracy who 
sympathized with secession and rebellion andof 
the Southern rebels, with the addition of a few 
recruits from the Republican party. But be- 
fore entering more fully into the issues of 1868 
I will glance briefly at the present condition 
of affairs. 3 

There is much financial embarrassment in the 
country, depression of labor, and stagnation of 
trade. Much ofthis can be traced direetly to 
the unsettled and disturbed condition of the 
South. 

The persistent and determined efforts of 
Southern rebels and Northern Democrats to 


° . 
defeat reconstruction, and keep that qubattin 
open for the chances of future events, has 
greatly impaired confidence in the financial 
and commercial world, and keeps the business 
men of the country doubtful and uncertain 
what todo. It is therefore of the first im- 
portance to'the general prosperity that recon- 
struction be speedily settled upon principles of 
equality and impartial justice, that shall insure 
domestic tranquillity and permanent peace. 

Another cause of embarrassment and distress 
is the great drain which has been made upon 
the people since the end of the war in the pay- 
ment of the public debt. We now learn that 
mere than $465,000,000 have been paid onthe . 
public debt since the 1st of August, 1865; but 
of this vast amount only $265,000,000 have been 
reported in that way, $200,000,000 belonging 
to what is called the unliquidated debt, that is, 
debt not evidenced by notes, bonds, or certifi- 
cates of indebtedness, but nevertheless'a part of 
the public debt that should have been funded 
for the time being. The people would be in far 
better condition and far more cheerful to-day 
ifthey had only paid’the interest upon this 
sum, and had been left free for a time to re- 
cover from the exhaustion of a protracted civil 
war. The policy of extorting nearly $500,000,- 
000 in payment ofthe national debt in sosbort a 
time after the end of the war is most unwise 
and disastrous, and cannot be justified upon 
any principle or theory. For several years to 


/come the nation will be burdened with heavy 


taxes for State, county, and municipal pur- 
poses, growing out of the war, while the ex- 
penditures of the National Government will 
be greatly increased by the payment of boun- 
ties, pensions, currency debts, and the innu- 
merable expenses springing from the unsettled 
condition of our affairs. While the payment, 
under such circumstances, of so large a por- 
tion of the public debt may excite the aston- 
ishment of other nations, it will certainly fail 
to excite their admiration for our good sense; 


and they must despise that statesmanship 
which would further exhaust an exhausted 
people, to the great detriment of their future 
Strength and prosperity. The sum thus far 
paid has been collected exclusively from the 
loyal States, and such will be the case for the 
next few years; andI amin favor of waiting 
until the people of the South, who caused the 
debt to be contracted, shall be able and _be re- 
quired to pay some part of it themselves. In 
less than ten years we shall have increased 
our population ten millions and more than 
doubled our taxable property, and can pay 
with ease a tax three times the aggregate of 
the present. Within five years the Southern 
States will be reconstructed and in the enjoy- 


“ment. of comparative prosperity. “Within five - 


years the increase of population, ‘wealth, and 
capital will enable the Government to sell at 
par bonds bearing a much lower rate of inter- 
est than the present, and thus consolidate and 
reduce the debt. 

Should the Government find itself at any 
time in possession of coin or currency that can 
be applied to the reduction of the debt, it 
should of course be promptly applied; but any 
attempt to pay the bonded debt in advance by 
heavy taxation will be unnecessary, unwise 
and injurious, 

I would reduce the rate of taxation to the 
lowest point that would defray the expénses of 
the Government economically administered, 
and pay the interest and maturing obligations, 
and leaye-the principal of the bonded debt to 
be discharged in other and better times. 

Then again, we have added to our financial 
troubles by the policy inaugurated by the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury in the contraction of 
the currency, which has served to restrain 
commercial enterprise, paralyse trade,’ and 
keep the money market in an unsettled and 
feverish condition. The, country is impera- 
tively demanding the passage of a law which 
shall restrain the Secretary from further. con- 
traction. if 

We want retrenchment, reform in the ex- 
penses of the Government. . We do not want 
that picayune retrenchment which will confine 
clerks to starving salaries and leave the great 
sources of expenditures unchecked. The ex- 
penses of the Government are enormous, and 
the time has come when they can and ought to 
be greatly diminished. We have now an army of 
more than fifty thousand men, and a navy that 
is much larger than the country requires, and 
the time is at. hand when both can be greatly 
reduced and thereby lessen our expenses many 
millions of dollars. 

e purchase of Alaska from Russia can be 
justified on high political considerations and 


*» 


the future commercial importance of owning 
the northwestern part of this continent. But 
it is not easy to see the necessity for spending 
seven and one half millions of dollars in gold 
for the purchase of St. Thomas, a small West 
Indian island, which may be said to be the 
very birth-place of the yellow fever, and is 
frequently made desolate by earthquakes and 
hurricanes. : 

It is important that we should fund our na- 
tional debt into a uniform bond bearing a lower 
rate of interest. Whether this can be done 
now Ido not know; I hopeit can. And it is 
desirable, if possible, that the debt should be 
put in such a shape thet it may beara fair 
share of the burdens of taxation like other pro- 
perty; but Ican see no advantage in having 
the Government of the United States pay taxes 
to the several States which have first to be col- 
lected from the people. 

The principal financial scheme of the Demo- 
cratic party is that the Government and tue 
treasury shall be turned over into the hands of 
the men who made the rebellion, and caused 
the debt to be contracted, and this, I suppose, 


upon the principle that the “‘thair of the dog is 


good for the bite;” but this Iam sure is the 
last remedy the people intend to try. 

But to return to the irrepressible conflict of 
ideas to which IJ alluded in the beginning, the 
palpable and direct issue will be presented in 
the attempt to restore the rebels uncondition- 
ally to the full enjoyment of political rights; 
to place in their hands exclusively the govern- 
ments of the rebel States; to give them the 
control absolutely of the loyal men, black and 
white, living in those States; and the unquali- 
fied admission of their Senators and Repre- 
sentatives into Congress. The Democratic 
party are not willing that political power in 
the rebel States shall be divided between the 
loyal and the disloyal, but they demand that 
it shall be placed exclusively in the hands of 
the disloyal, to whose tender mercies the true 
and faithful people shall be consigned with- 
out redress or appeal. To deceive the people 
they are utteuing false cries, and the land 
with clamor because of the alleged oppression 
practised upon the people of the South. Who 
are those oppressed people in the South? They 
are those who, less than three years ago, were 
in arms against the nation; who have cost us 
more than a half a million loyal lives, and 
five thousand millions of dollars; twenty-five 
hundred of which still remain to us as a 
legacy, and who have filled the land with 
mourning, and untold suffering and sorrow. 
And now we are charged with being oppres- 
sors and tyrants because they have not been 
admitted to full political rights; because they 


have not been welcomed into Congress, and 
because they are not allowed to butcher and 
drive into exile the Union men in their midst. 
It is contended that these rebels in the act of 
being eonquered were remitted to all civil and 
political privileges; that the moment their 
arms were wrested from their hands upon the 
battle-field they had a right to run back to 
seats. in Congress, and take part in 
the adjustment of all questions grow- 
ing outeof their rebellion, and to take 
charge of their several State governments the 
same as if there had been no war. All these 
pretensions proceed upon the principle that 
the rebellion was right; for, if it be admitted 
that the rebellion was wrong, they are desti- 
tute of all sense whatever. Itis only by ig- 
noring the fact of the rebellion, or by treating 
it asrightful, that any man without shame- 
facedness can stand up and say these things. 
If it be acknowledged that the rebellion was a 
crime, then the demand that the criminal 
shall without delay, punishment, condition, or 
security, be restored to political power, and put 
on a level with loyal men, is to put vice and 
virtue upon an equality, and make nonsense of 
notions commonly received that there is an 
essential difference between the good and bad 
actions of mankind. §8o0 you see that these 
questions of reconstruction all turn upon the 
original question as to the rightfulness of the 
rebellion. In the Congressional plan of re- 
construction Congress has gone tothe extreme 
of mercy and conciliation, by proposing to 
divide the power in the rebel States between 
the loyal and the disloyal, so that each shall 
have protection against the other. But asmall 
number of men, not exceeding forty-five thou- 
sand, have been disfranchised; and they not 
because they were in the rebel army, but be- 
cause they had once sworn to support the Con- 
stitution of the United States, and afterward 
committed perjury by going into the rebellion. 
The President’s decree of disfranchisement in 
his plan of reconstruction was far more sweep- 
ing, for it included fourteen classes of persons, 


numbering not less than two» hundred and 


fifty thousand men, who were excluded from 


the polls in the election of delegates. The. 


present State governments, which it is said 
Congress intends to overthrow, and which were 
formed under the President’s plan, have no 
right to be regarded as legal governments 
whatever? They were formed by conventions 
of delegates elected in 1865 by not more than 
one-third of the white men who had a right to 
vote under the President’s proclamation. These 
delegates represented only a small minority of 
the white population, and the constitutions 
they formed were never ratified or accepted by 


the people, but were put in operation by the 
President’s authority, and are in that condi- 
tion to-day. They were never submitted to 
Congress, never received its approval; but on 
the contrary, in the, reconstruction acts were 
pronounced illegal and unauthorized. In these 
constitutions there are clauses prohibiting 
slavery and the payment of their seyeral war 
debts, but wben they are restored to their re- 
presentation in Congress, and thus made se- 
cure in the enjoyment of political power, they 
will throw them off as impositions which they 
have only tolerated for a time, and make new 
ones, leaving out the obnoxious clauses on the 
subject of slavery and their war debts. Con- 
gress, in conferring suffrage upon the colored 
men of the South, has been governed not only 
by high principles of equality and justice, but 
by an overruling necessity. A bitter and 
bloody experience under the President’s plan 
of reconstruction had demonstrated that the 
rebels were unrepentant and unrelenting, and 
that loyal State governments could not be 
erected on the basis of the white population, 
and that a new loyal voting population must 
be raised up by enfranchising the colored men. 
So that whatever views the people of the North 
may have had upon the propriety of admitting 
men who were 80 recently slaves to the imme- 
diate exercise of the elective franchise, they 
had no choice or discretion upon the subject 
left, but were driven to it by the conduct of the 
rebels and their Northern allies. 

Wrapped up in this issue and in the success 
of the Democratic party are other «issues, 
which will be inevitable gen Sad The first 
of which 1 shall mention is the payment for 
the emancipated slaves. This qu2stion will 
have to be decided in 1868 as emphatically 
as if written out in the Democratic platform. 
The State of Maryland, in her new constitu- 
tion, just adopted, has provided for it in the 
following terms: 


Suc. 37. The General Assembly shall pass no 
law providing for payment by this State for slaves 
emancipated from servitude in this State; but 
they shall adopt such measures as they may deem 
expedient to obtain from the United States com- 

ensation for such slaves, and to receive and 
distribute the same equitably to the persons en- 

ed. 


It will thus be seen that Maryland has pro- 
vided for this issue in her fundamental law, 
and we cannot doubt that one involving so 
many millions of dollars to her governing 
class will be pressed with all the zeal which 
love of money and rage for the destroyed “‘in- 
stitution”? can inspire. 

. Georgia, in her constitution in 1865, gave 
notice that she should demand payment for her - 
slaves by the following emphatic provision : 

The Government of the United States having 


\ 


. 884 war measure proclaimed all slaves held or 


owned in this State emancipated from eta f 
and having carried that proclamation into full 
prachions effect: Provided,”That acquiescence in 
he action of the Government of the United 
States is not intended to operate as a relinquish- 
ment, or waiver, or estoppel of such claim for 
compensation. of loss sustained by reason of the 
emancipation of his slaves as any citizen of 
Georgia may hereafter make upon the justiceand 
Magnanimity of that Government. : 


Democratic Kentucky, a few days ago, bya 
joint resolution in her Legislature, took steps 
in the same direction, which will be seen by 
the following report of legislative proceedings: 


Resolved by the General Assembly of Kentuck , That 
a select committee, composed of five members of 
this Bouse and five of the Senate, be appointed, 
with instructions to Bias! as soon as practicable 
to the General Assembly of Kentucky the assessed 
value of the slaves taken from citizens of Ken- 
tucky by Federal Executive proclamation, by acts 
of “‘ongress, and by the amendment tothe Federal 
Constitution, (known as article 13;) and also the 


* value of such slaves taken from each county of 


this commonwealth; and that said committee re- 
port what steps are necessary and proper to en- 
able citizens of this State to obtain compensation 


from the Federal Government for said property so 
taken. 


All the rebels ‘of the South will be unani- 
mous on this question, and the interest at stake 
is so vast as. to enable them to hold out great 
tem ptations in the way of corruption; and the 
Democratic party of the North are not only in 
position to meet them, but are fully committed 
to the justice and legality of their claims. 
When, in 1866, it was proposed to amend the 
Constitution so as to prohibit the Government 
from making compensation for slaves, every 
Democratic member of Congress, I believe, in 
both houses, voted against it, and throughout 
the North Democratic papers and orators de- 
nounced it with the utmost bitterness. And 
when, in 1862; the President’s proclamation of 
emancipation appeared, and afterward, in 1864, 
when it was formally proposed to abolich sla- 
very by an amendment of the Constitution, 
the Democracy everywhere; -in Congress 
and out of it, denounced the» pro¢lamation 
and amendment as unjust, wicked, and im- 
politic, roundly declaring “‘the masters should 
not be. deprived of their slaves without 
due compensation made.?? But were the 
Northern Democracy not already committed in 
favor of the proposition, they would when the 
Southern wing made it a condition readily 
yield acquiescence, and thus add not less than 
eighteen hundred millions of dollars to the 
public debt. Whoever believes in the rightful- 
ness of the rebellion or gave it their sympathy 
must and will, if consistent, be in fayor of 
paying forthe slaves... ‘ 

Another issue directly inyolved in the suc- 
cess of the Democratic party is the assumption 
of the rebel war debt. When Southern rebels 
are restored to power and take their seats in 
Congress does any man believe that they will 


vote to tax themselves and others'to pay the 
national debt, or the interest upon it, while 
their own war debt is in no way provided for? 
They put their property and money into con- 
federate stocks and bonds and lost all,and the 
simple soul must be credulous indeed who be- 
lieves that these men will voluntarily tax 
themselves to pay the Northern bondholder, or 
will act in concert with a Northern party that 
proposes to tax them for that purpose. They 
hate the Northern bondholder, and-feel under 
no moral or political obligations to pay his 
debts, and will make ita condition with the 
Northern Democracy that they shall repudiate 
the national debt or consolidate their own 
with it,. And the Northern Democracy are in 
position to meet them on this question also. 


‘When it. was proposed in 1866 to amend the 


Constitution-so as to prohibit the assumption 
of the rebel war debt, every Democrat, in Con- 
gress voted against it, and their action was 
sustained by the party throughout the North. 
The Democratic party were hostile to the 
national debt in its inception, and have always 
sympathized more strongly with the Southern 
than the Northern bondholder, and if they 
refuse to accede to the demands of the South 
in this matter it will be the first time in their 
history. And I may say to the national credi- 
tors right here that the payment of their debt 
will depend absolutely upon the future su- 
premacy of the “‘idea’’ that the war to suppress 
the rebellién, and to preserye the Union was 
waged, in a righteous cause. Zhe antagonistic 
idea will never pay thedebt. 

Another issue immediately involved in the 
success of the Democratic party is the pen- 
sioning of rebel soldiers, their widows and 
orphans, and placing them upon a leyel with 
the soldiers of the Union. Is it to be supposed 
for one moment that rebels when’ restored to 
power in the national Government will levy 
taxes and vote money to pension Union soldiers, 
their widows and orphans, while their own are 
unproyided for andleftin poverty? This would 
be against human nature, and upen this they 
would never compromise. Theelevation of the 
rebel soldier will follow the elevation of the 
Democratic party to power, as surely as the 
noon will follow the rising sun, and if you 
would comprehend what would then be the 
condition of the: Union soldier look to his 
present status in the Democratic States of Ken- 
tucky and Maryland. In these States he is to- 
day an outcast from society, He is proscribed 
socially as inflexibly as if he had been an in-. 
mate of the penitentiary, and is equally pro- 
scribed in his business. If a farmer, his neigh- 
bors will not help him; if a merchant, they 
will not buy his goods; if a lawyer or doctor, 
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they will not employ him; and his home has 
become more cruel than a foreign land, and he 
must go into exile for the erime of having been 
faithful to his country. 

The military policy to be hereafter pursued 
in the Matter of reconstruction is clearly indi- 
cated in the order promulgated by General 
Hancock on assuming command of the 5th 


military district, and as it has been presented © 


by the President to Congress for its admiration, 
it is a fair subject for criticism and remark. 
And for fear that it may be said that I have 
misrepresented the order or done it injustice, I 
will ask my friend to read the whole of it in 
your hearing : 


Hzspq’rs Firra Miuirary District, 
New Or.eans, La., November 29, 1867. 
General Orders No. 40: 

I, In accordance with General Orders No. 81, 
headquarters of the army, Adjutant General’s 
Office, Washington, D. C., August 27, 1867, 
Major General W. 8. Hancock hereby assumes 
command of the 5th military district, and of 
the department composed of the States of Lou- 
isiana and Texas. 

{I. The general commanding is gratified to 
learn that peace and quiet reignin this depart- 
ment. It will be his purpose to preserve this 
condition of things. As a means to this great 
end he regards the maintenance of the civil 
authorities in the faithful execution of the 
laws, as the most eflicieut, under existing cir- 
cumstances. ; 

In war it is indispensable to repel force by 
force, and overthrow and destrey opposition to 
lawful authority., But when ingurrectionary 
force has bee overthri wn, and _peace estab- 
lished, and tHe civil authorities are ready and 
willing to perform their duties, ‘the military 
power should cease to lead, and the civil ad- 
ministration resume its natural and rightful 
dominion. Solemnly impressed with these 
views, the general announces that the great 
prineiples of American liberty still are the law- 
ful inheritance of this people, and ever should 
be. The right of trial by jury; the habeas cor- 
pus; the libérty of the press; the freedom of 
speech, and the natural rights of persons 
and the rights of property must be preserved. 

Free institutions, while they are essential to 
the prosperity and happiness of the people, 
always furnish the strongest inducements to 
peace and order. Crimes and offences’ com- 
mitted in this District must be referred to the 
consideration and judgment of the regular civil 
tribunals, and those tribunals will be supported 
in their lawful jurisdiction. 

Should there be violations of existing laws 
which are not inquired into by the civil magis- 
trates, or should failures in the administration 
of justice by the courts be complained of, the 
cases will be reported to these headquarters, 
when such orders will be made as may be 
deemed negessary. : 

While the General thus indicates his purpose 
to respect the liberties of the people, he wishes 
all to understand that armed insurrections or 
forcible resistance to the law will be instantly 
suppressed by arms. ; 

By command of Major General W. 8. Han- 

COOK. W. G. MircHeL1, 

Byt. Lieut. Col., Act’g Ass’t Adj’t Gen. 


Official: - NATHANIEL BURBANK, 
2d Lieut., 87th Inf’y. Bvt. 1st Lieut., U. 8. 

Army, Acting Assistant Adjutant General. 

This order is like the apples of the Dead Sea, 
“which are fair to the eye, but turn to ashes 
upon the lip.” The first thing noticeable in it 
is that it makes no reference to the work of 
reconstruction or the business for which he 
was placed in command of the district. The 
position to which he was appointed was created 
by an act of Congress to enable him to manage 
the machinery of reconstruction for the States 
of Louisiana and Texas, and his duties are 
prescribed by law; but in his introductory 
order he makes no mention of this business, 
and seems to contemplate purposes hostile to 
it. He was not ignorant of his business, nor 
did he forget it, and his omission to refer to it 
is significant of his purpose to defeat it. 

The body of the order is devoted to the em- 
phatic recognition of the legality and binding 
authority of the existing State governments in 
defiance and contempt of the declarations of 
Congress, as set forth in the several acts of 
reconstruction. These acts of Congress are 
predicated upon the idea that the existing State 
governments are illegal, unauthorized, and 
have no rightful authority whatever to control 
the people; and to show how strongly and fre- 
quently this is put I will quote as follows: 

The preamble of the first act, passed March 
2, 1867, reads thus: 


“Aw aot to provide for the more efficient govern-. 


ment of the rebel States. 


Whereas no legal State governments or ade- 
quate protection for life or property now exists in 
the rebel States of Virginia, North Oarolina, 
South Carolina, Georgia, Mississippi, Alabama, 
Louisiana, Florida, Texas, ana Arkansas; and 
whereas it is necessary that peace and good order 
should be enforced in said States until loyal and 
republican State governments can be legally es- 
tablished. 


The sixth and last section of the same act is 
in these words: 


That until the people of the said rebel States 
shall be by law admitted to representation in the 
Congress of the United States, any civil govern- 
ments which may exist therein shall be deemed 
provisional only, and in all respects subject to the 
paramount authority of the United States at any 
time to abolish, modify, control, or supersede the 
same; and in all elections to any office under such 
provisional governments all persons shall be enti- 
tled to vote, and none others, who are entitled to 
vote under the provisions of the fifth section of 
this act; and no person shall be eligible to any 
office under any such provisional governments 
who would be disqualified from holding office under 
the provisions of the third article of said constitu 
tional amendment, 


Then again, the first section of the supple- 
mentary act passed July 9, 186%, is in these 
words: 


That it is hereby declared to have been the true 
intent and meaning of the act of the second day of 
March, one thousand eight hundred and sixty- 
seven, entitled ‘‘An act to provide for the more 
efficient government of the rebel States,’’ and of 
the act supplementary thereto, passed on the 
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twenty-third day of March, in the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred and sixty-seven, that the gov- 
ernments then existing in the rebel States of Vir-- 
inia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, 
ississippi, Alabama, Louisiana, Florida, Texas, 
and Arkansas were not legai State governments, 
and that thereafter said governments, if con- 
tinued, were to be continued subject in all respects 
to the military commanders of the respective dis- 
tricts, and to the paramqint authority of Congress. 
2 eS e aeeereey,” Sa") 

These different seetions declare in the most 
positive terms that the existing State Govern- 
ments are illegal and unauthorized; that they 
do not furnish protection for life or property, 
and that they are made entirely subordinate to 
the military authority, and whatever powers 
they continue to exercise will be by the con- 
sent of the military commander. But General 
Hancock, in open contempt of these declara- 
tions, asserts that the civil authorities do fur- 
nish adequate protection to life and property; 
that to preserve peace and quiet is the object 
of his mission, and that asa means to this 
great end he regards the maintenance of the 
civil authorities in the execution of the laws 
as the most efficient means under existing 
circumstances. He says the war is over, 
the civil authorities are ready and will- 
ing to perform their duties; the mili- 
tary power should cease to lead, and 
the civil administration resume its natural 
and rightful dominion. Again he says, pom- 
pously: ‘Solemuly impressed with these 


views, the General announces that the great — 


principles of American liberty still are the 


lawful itheritance of this people, and ever” 


‘should be.” This isa very startling proposi- 
tion, and quite as astonishing as the news that 
the ‘* Dutch have taken Holland.”? 
says: ‘‘ Crimes and offences committed in this 
district must be referred to the consideration 
and judgment of the regular civil tribunals, 
and those tribunals will be supported in their 
lawful jurisdiction.” Here he abjures the 
military power conferred upon him by. Con- 
gress, recognizes the supremacy of the bo- 
gus civil authorities, and declares that he 
will support their tribunals in the exer- 
cise of their lawful jurisdiction. And 
this he says standing upon ground in New 


‘murderers to justice. 


Again he. 


Orleans yet moist with the blood’ of nearly 
two hundred men slaughtered in the presence 
and by the contrivance of these civil authori- 
ties, while the tribunals which he pledges him- 
self to support haye never brought: one of the 
If peace prevailed when 
he went there it was because of the bold and 
determined measures of Generals Sheridan, 
Griffin, and Mower, and not from any merit of 
these civil authorities, whicb he delights to 
honor, for it is a notorious fact that until Gen- 
eral Sheridan took command there was no secu- 
rity for the life or property of Union men in 
Texas or Louisiana. 

Again, says General Hancock, ‘‘the right of 
trial by jury, the habeas corpus, the liberty of 
the press, the freedom of speech, and the 
natural rights of persons and the. rights of 
property must be preserved.” This is a very 
pretty saying, bat what does it mean in this 
connection? It means that the loyal men, 
white and black, shall have the right to be 
tried by rebel juries, which is like giving the 
lambs the right to be tried by the wolves. It 
means that rebels who have murdered Union 
men shall be tried by rebel juries; and when, I 
ask, has one of them been brought to justice? 
It means that men arrested by military au- 
thority may be discharged from custody upon 
a writ of habeas corpus issued by a State judge, 
which is in direct violation of the concluding 
part of the third section of the act of March 2, 
1867, which says, “‘and all interference under 
color of State authority with the exercise of 
military authority under this act shall be null 
and void.” 

Tread this order of General Hancock with 
unmingled sorrow, and felt he had committed 
an error more fatal to his reputation than the 
loss of a battle. General Hancock is a gallant 
soldier, who has been wounded in the service 
of his country, but if he shall now Iend him- 
self to the support of the principles against 
which he fought, and become the ally of his 
enemies againsi his friends, his laurels, be 
they ever so bright, will wither, “like the ten- 
der flower beneath the simoom of the desert.?? 


